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     The beginning of October 2016 was characterized 

by torrential downpours across the Carolinas, 

courtesy of Hurricane Matthew, a storm that 

barreled across the east coast, causing major 

flooding and damaging thousands of homes. The 

storm cancelled school in various parts of both 

states, forcing both the NCHSAA and the SCHSL to 

push back the high school football playoffs a week to 

accommodate for cancelled games and missed 

practice time.  

      To many peoplesô dismay, a majority of state 

championship games in both states now fell on the 

Saturday of Shrine Bowl, forcing some players and 

coaches to drop out after winning semifinal games. 

In light of this, many alternate players were called 

late Friday night to be notified of their opportunity 

to play in this yearôs game. Zac McIntosh, an 

offensive lineman from Daniel High School in 

Central, SC, received his call at 12:30 AM on 

Saturday morning. 

      ñ[Getting the call] threw me off a little bit at 

first,ò McIntosh said. ñIt was so shocking because it 

was so late and you just donôt expect it, you think itôs 

all set in stone. For Coach Fru, the head coach at 

Daniel, to call me late last night and tell me I was 

invited to Shrine Bowl, just gave me a breathtaking 

opportunity.ò 

        Linebacker Devondrez Moore, of Orange High 

School in Hillsborough, NC, was notified by his 

father Friday night that due to playoff conflictions he 

now had a spot on the 
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Tar Heelsô Shrine Bowl roster. Moore stated that he is 

currently playing basketball, but even with a game on 

player registration day, he chose the Shrine Bowl be-

cause he feels his future is in football.  

      Players were not the only ones affected by the 

playoff delay. Multiple coaches on both teams had to 

be replaced because their respective teams advanced 

to the state championship games. These coaches 

(three in North Carolina, one in South Carolina) were 

able to pick who they thought was fit to replace them 

on the Shrine Bowl coaching staff. North Carolina in 

particular was placed in a less-than-enviable situa-

tion when head coach David Gentry of Murphy High 

School was unable to attend due to his team reaching 

the state championship game. David Lovette, of 

Grayôs Creek High School in Hope Mills, was brought 

in to replace Gentry as North Carolinaôs head coach.  

       Though many of these changes were made last 

minute, each team hopes to practice and perform to 

the best of their abilities as players, coaches, and 

game staff count down to the 80th Shrine Bowl of the 

Carolinas. The coaching staffs for both states have 

high hopes heading into game week, and though both 

teams have faced adversity, each and every coach and 

player plans to overcome the obstacles theyôve faced 

thus far and become successful as the Shrine Bowl 

draws near. 
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On Saturday evening, both the North Carolina 

and South Carolina teams came together in fellowship 

as Spartanburg First Baptist Church hosted the annual 

Adopt-A-Player Dinner. The concept of adopting a 

player is an opportunity for sponsors to help a player 

during game week, whether that be through providing 

something materialistic the player needs, or simply 

giving advice. Many times these sponsors will build 

friendships with their players that extend beyond 

Shrine Bowl week, which is what one sponsor, Vince 

Vanderford, spoke of tonight. 

 
He mentioned that a former Shrine Bowl 

player he once sponsored went from playing football 

for a junior college to playing for the University of 

Kentucky by working harder in the classroom. His 

message to the group by the request of his former 

player, Naquez Pringle, was that ñItôs not about where 

you start ð itôs where you finish.ò  

  
      To finish out the ceremony, former Clemson wide 

receiver and first-round pick in the 1982 NFL Draft, 

Perry Tuttle gave his testimony on life and football. 

Tuttle spoke of past events leading up to this point in 

his life, including his journey into football, a former 

coach whose words inspired him to be great, and his 

rocky relationship with his father. Tuttle mentioned 

how when he was younger, the other  
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